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The film, Always: Sunset on Third Street, was in my opinion a great film. It has given the viewer a look into the growing Japanese life following World War II. I thought it was interesting that within the film characters not only mentioned the war but they did so in a way that was not only very natural but insightful, it gave a general understanding of what I assume most common people felt about the war in a very short amount of words. The film gave an impression of a society hard at work to overcome the past while reaching for new heights. I feel this is expressed with the addition of the Tokyo Tower. At the start of the film where we don’t know the characters or the story it is only partially built but as the story progresses, the characters each develop unique problems that I feel can apply to Japanese society at that time. The film does not give us an all-inclusive “everything will be perfect“ ending instead it leaves the story room to progress and most importantly it leaves a sense of hope. Just like the tower at the end of the film, it shows growth and progression. I believe this understanding of future growth is maybe not unique to Japanese life but it is an essential part of it, especially after World War II. 

I very much enjoyed how this film was shot, It was very real to me in a way that other films we have seen were not. It was a brilliant decision to add the shots of sunset, symbolizing the end of the story along with the Tokyo tower, symbolizing new beginnings. In addition, the characters types worked very well with each other. For example, Junnosuke hardly spoke in the film but his interactions with Ippei allow the audience to see him as a true child instead of an “poor orphan” archetype. The way the film was shot used space very well. it worked well with small space and reminded the viewer that this film was about character and societal relation. I feel like the smaller living space of the characters added to the “family” atmosphere. For example while it was only Junnosuke, Hiromi, and Chagawa the space seemed the perfect size for the small family. When Junnosuke’s real father appeared he seemed so out of place in the small home it was comical. Also, the Suzuki’s home also appeared relatively small, but it managed to hit half the neighborhood without looking strange. I feel this was shot this way to symbolize the strong communal nature of the neighborhood. Furthermore, I thought it was a great addition to the story to add the scene where Suzuki tells Roku why he named his small shop Suzuki Auto, it gave his character more depth and it gave the story a smoother transition into Roku becoming a member of the family.

I am someone who places high value on moving forward and accepting the past for what it has to teach you. That being said I felt that I could relate to the film in parts. Roku’s storyline was interesting to me because she was living and dealing with her own issues and never tried to bring others into it until she had no other choice. Some people might think this is a selfish action but I think it shows lots of strength and character. Some things cannot be changed, we have to deal with them and move forward and that is what Roku was trying to do. The strong family theme in this film also resonated with me. People say cannot puck our family we are born with them and grow with them fortunately, I have always thought this was untrue. You may be born into a family but we individually decide who we let close to us and who we love. This is yet another reason why I liked this film, it shows that we can create our own family and therefor our own happiness. 

Over all I give this film a four out of five. I liked the story line and the nice flow of character development, my only issue was that Suzuki and Chagawa both seemed to go through a big character change very quickly. If the story did just a bit of a better job with that this film would have been a five out of five for me.
